Marita Vermeulen

ADDRESS

2566 Shore Line Ln.
Columbus, OH 43221

PHONE | TEXT
614.679.0874
EMAIL

vermeulen.creative@gmail.com

WEBSITES
www.maritavermeulen.com

www.myowncreativeagency.com

EDUCATION

BFA, Major in Graphic Design
OHIO UNIVERSITY
ATHENS, OH

Graduated with Honors

REFERENCES

available by request

PROFICIENCY

Adobe Creative Suite
Adobe Premiere

Adobe After Effects
Snapchat AR Custom Lenses
Sketchup (3D interiors)
Microsoft Office Suite

| CREATIVE DIRECTOR & DESIGNER

Multi-Disciplinary Creative Director and Designer with experience in 2D and
3D design, digital design, and illustration. Areas of expertise include: brand
and identity concept and implementation; illustration and asset development;
packaging design; marketing, PR, social media, and eCommerce design and
strategy; product design and development; 3D environments design and
graphics; digital design; and video/photo art direction, and editing.

Special skills include: concept development specific to consumer/shopper
research and trend identification; creating compelling pitch presentations for
retailers and clients; in-depth knowledge of print production and product
manufacturing; packaging design; and retail display and planogram develop-
ment to maximize shopper and consumer engagement.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

09.2015 - Present

Director, Creative & Product Development: Just Funky — Columbus, OH
Just Funky is a licensee and manufacturer of licensed beverageware and
home decor, with over 100 licenses including The Office, Harry Potter
franchise and Dragon Ball Z. Retailers include Target, Walmart, Hot Topic,
Box Lunch, GameStop, and Barnes & Noble

Key Responsibilities and Skills:

» Promoting creative excellence. Managing, mentoring and developing
skilled design teams, and nurturing a positive creative culture

» Directing/designing cohesive brand and product-focused collections
for retail including beverageware, tableware, home goods, and
impulse items using licensed and original art, on sourced products as
well as original 3D designs.

» Researching trends and sourcing new products specific to retailer and
consumer insights

» Packaging concepts and design

» Planograms, custom retail displays, exhibit booth design

» Developing and directing digital marketing and editing video content

11.2020 - Present

Director, Visual Communications: My Own Creative Agency (MOCA) -
Columbus, OH

MOCA focuses on creating outstanding and affordable creative services
for startups and entrepreneurs. Our goal is to connect young and devel-
oping creative talent with businesses on a budget. We strive to provide
opportunities for creative talent to grow their real-world experience and
to ensure our clients get great design and service.

Key Responsibilities and Skills:
» Meeting with clients and guiding them through their creative briefs to
define design needs and goals



Marita Vermeulen

HIGHLIGHTS

Designed & implemented
original branding, environ-
ments and graphics for
Sweet Carrot Restaurant -
chosen one of the best new
restaurants of 2015 by
Columbus Monthly

Designed and implemented
seasonal aisle solution for
Meijer resulting in <110%
increased store sales for
ScottsMiracle-Gro

Directed test design and
implementation of candy
aisle reinvention in Walmart

for M&M Mars

Designed the 52nd Presi-
dential Inaugural Guide-
book and other materials
for President Bill Clinton

Artist selected for poster
design and product graph-
ics for the 1992 National
Cherry Blossom Festival in
Washington, DC

Award-winning advertising
design in top comput-
er/tech publications

| PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE CONTINUED

» Reviewing creative briefs with design teams and directing design
development prior to client presentations and deliverables

» Interviewing and hiring creative team and freelance designers and
marketing talent

» MOCA branding and marketing

10.2014 - 09.2015

Creative Director/Consultant — Columbus, OH

As a freelance Creative Director, | created Restaurant and Retail Interiors
and Branding, along with storyboarding and art direction of video content.
Clients included ScottsMiracle-Gro, Two Caterers/Sweet Carrot Restaurant,
Revolocity Creative, Micro Electronics

Key Responsibilities and Skills:

» Art direction, program branding, video graphics and editing for video
production for ScottsMiracleGro online webisodes of The Yard Life

» Retail design for seasonal programs for Lowes and The Home Depot

» Seasonal store-in-a-store garden center design for Meijer

» Branding, graphics and interiors for Sweet Carrot Restaurant

05.2011 - 09.2014

Creative Director: WD Partners — Dublin, OH

WD Partners is a Brand and Retail Consultancy specializing in driving
design and concepts through consumer insights. Clients included Seventh
Generation, ScottsMiracle-Gro, Office Depot, Reebok, Bob Evans, Elmers

Key Responsibilities and Skills:

» Concept development and design for 3D environments and 2D graphics

» Working with Insights team on Consumer/Shopper strategy including
shop-alongs and findings analysis

» Creating pitch decks and presenting to potential new clients

» Working with clients to define creative initiatives and turning those
requests into scope of work with deliverables, budgets and timelines

04.1993 - 05.2011

Creative Director/Consultant — Columbus, OH

Design and directing creative solutions for retail products, marketing,
advertising and events. Clients included LBrands, Elmers, Micro Electron-
ics, Rod’s Western Palace, Panacea Products and Quaker General Mills

09.1990 - 04.1993

Senior Designer: Ogilvy & Mather PR - Washington DC

Created 2D graphics for marketing and PR materials for national clients
including the 52nd Inaugural Committee for former President Bill Clinton

Key Responsibilities and Skills:
» Designing 2D print materials for press releases and advertising invita-
tions, posters and newsletters



